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Swaddling The Child. English (1633).
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Children: Fantasy and Reality.


     The two typical Renaissance nursing scenes on the left show the fantasy of mothers nursing 


     their own children - and the one on the right shows the reality - the baby sucks from the 


     wet-nurse while the mother's breasts are reserved for the viewer (the father). Note in the 


     two pictures on the left the artist seems uncertain where to place the mother's breasts, since 


     he never actually nursed from them.














